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PRIORITY. 

ACTION DEPARTMENT I 375 ; INFORMATION PARIS 655 , BANGKOK 1 1 48, 
LONDON 634, 

YARED OF ASSOCIATED PRESS QUERIED US IS PRESS OFFICER RE REPORTED 
PL RADIO BROADCAST STATEMENT BY SOUPHANOUVONG TODAY ACC US I NG 
"AMERICAN WARMONGERS AND THEIR AGENTS" OF ASSASSINATION OF 
QUINIM, IN VIEW OF SERIES OF PL RADIO BROADCASTS ACCUSING US 
OF PLOTTING QUIN|M»S ASSASSINATION AND COMMUNIQUE OF NLHX CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE BLAMING DEATH ON "US IMPERIALISTS" WE HAVE ISSUED 
FOLLOWING STATMENT TO PRESS l600 HOURS TODAY: 

QUOTE 


AN AMERICAN EMBASSY SPOKESMAN BRANDED AS BASELESS AND ENTIRELY 
FALSE ALLEGATIONS MADE BY THE PATHET LAO RADIO THAT THE UNITED 
STATES PLOTTED THE ASSASSINATION OF HIS EXCELLENCY QUINIM 
PHOLSENA. 

* • 

THE UNITED STATES AFFIRMS IN ABSOLUTE TERMS THAT -IT WAS IN NO 
RPT NO WAY INVOLVED IN THIS UNHOLY AFFAIR. RESORT TO VIOLENT 
METHODS TO RESOLVE POLITICAL QUESTIONS REGARDLESS OF THEIR 
GRAVITY IS ABHORRED BY THE UNITED STATES AND IT DEEPLY REGRETS 
THAT SUCH METHODS WERE EMPLOYED IN THIS CASE. 

UNQUOTE 

* * 

IN CALL THIS AFTERNOON ON KHAMSOUK KEOLA, IN CHARGE FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, TO EXPRESS CONDOLENCES RE QUINIM, I REFERRED TO OUR 

REPORTS OF SOUPHANOUVONG STATEMENT AS CARRIED PATHET LAO RADIO. 
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-2- 1375, APRIL 4, 8 PM, FROM VIENTIANE 

I SAID I WAS DEEPLY DISTRESSED BY THIS AND STATED THAT CHARGES 
OF AMERICAN RESPONSIBILITY FOR QUIN|M»S ASSASSINATION ARE 
ABSOLUTELY GROUfOLESS AND I BELIEVED PRINCE SOUPHANOUVONG. KNEW 
THIS WAS SO. I ADDED IT yAS DEPLORABLE AFTER EFFORTS U.S. 

HAS MADE TO ABIDE FAITHFULLY RE GENEVA ACCORDS THAT IRRES- 
PONSIBLE CHARGES OF THIS SORT SHOULD BE MADE WHICH CAN ONLY 
SERVE TO DISRUPT SITUATION AND MAKE COOPERATION MORE DIFFICULT. 
4 ADDED THAT IF I RECEIVED CONF I RMAT I ON SOUPHANOUVONG HAD MADE 
THIS STATEMENT I MIGHT HAVE TO TAKE MORE FORMAL STEPS BUT 
MEANWHILE HOPED KHAMSOUK WOULD CALL WT REMARKS TO SOUPHANOU- 
VONG’S ATTENTION. IF PRINCE WISHED DISCUSS THIS MATTER I WAS 
OF COURSE AVAILABLE TO DO SO BUT I DEPLORED FACT THAT HE HAD 
RESORTED TO PUBLIC STATEMENT EVEN BEFORE TRYING TO INFORM 
H I MSELF . 

KHAMSOUK ACKNOWLEDGED MY COMMENTS AND SAID HE WOULD MENTION 
THESE TO SOUPHANOUVONG AND (PRESUMABLY BECAUSE STATEMENT WAS 
BROADCAST OVER PL RADIO) ALSO TO PHOIMI VONGVICHIT WHOM HE 
EXPECTED SEE WITHIN AN HOUR. HE SEIZED ON MY OFFER DISCUSS 
MATTER, SAYING THIS IS WAY TO HELP CLEAR UP SITUATION AND 
PREFERABLE TO BECOMING INVOLVED IN PUBLIC DEBATE. I AGREED 
AND REITERATED MY READINESS DISCUSS MATTERS BUT NOTED THAT 
SOUPHANOUVONG HAS APPARENTLY ALREADY MADE MATTER PUBLIC ISSUE. 
KHAMSOUK SAID IN CONCLUSION HE RECALLED U.S. DECLARATION MADE 
ON CLOSE OF ROYAL VISIT LAST MONTH, IMPLYING THAT THIS MADE 
IT CLEAR U.S. MEANT TO STAND BY GENEVA AGREEMENTS AND HAD NO 

RPT NO DESIRE OBSTRXT. 

i 

i 

I 

! scp-4. 

i 

i 

t 

! 

I UNGER 


FRM/2 1 




